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Mr. David McKie 
2011 Woodglen Cres 
PO Box K1J6G7 
Ottawa, ON  K1J 6G7 
davidmckiec@gmail.com 
 
Dear Mr. McKie: 
 
This letter is in response to your request received on May 5, 2021 under the Access to 
Information Act (the Act) for:  
 
“I would like access to internal, departmental ministerial briefing notes about green 
bonds in the lead-up to the federal budget from Jan 1, 2021, and in the two weeks after 
document was tabled. Please exclude records considered to be matters or cabinet 
confidence, or that would require third party review.” 
 
A search of our departmental records identified 8 pages in connection with your request.  
After review, it has been determined that some of the information can be released and a 
copy is herewith enclosed.  Please note that some information has been withheld pursuant 
to the specific provisions of the Act as indicated on the attached. 
 
You are entitled to complain to the Information Commissioner concerning the processing 
of your request within sixty days of the receipt of this notice.  In the event you decide to 
avail yourself of this right, your notice of complaint should be addressed to: 
 

Office of the Information Commissioner 
30 Victoria Street, 7th Floor 
Gatineau, Quebec   K1A 1H3 
email:  general@oic-ci.gc.ca 
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If you have any questions regarding this request, do not hesitate to contact Anne Wong
by email at yulin.wongwingwah@fin.gc.ca

Yours sincerely,

Josh Keon
Director

Enclosures



 

 

EXEMPTIONS 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF GOVERNMENT 

Law enforcement and investigations 

16. (1) The head of a government institution may refuse to disclose any record requested under this Act that 
contains 
(a) information obtained or prepared by any government institution, or part of any government institution, that is 
an investigative body specified in the regulations in the course of lawful investigations pertaining to 

(i) the detection, prevention or suppression of crime, 
(ii) the enforcement of any law of Canada or a province, or 
(iii) activities suspected of constituting threats to the security of Canada within the meaning of the 
Canadian Security Intelligence Service Act, 

if the record came into existence less than twenty years prior to the request; 
(b) information relating to investigative techniques or plans for specific lawful investigations; 
(c) information the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to be injurious to the enforcement of any law 
of Canada or a province or the conduct of lawful investigations, including, without restricting the generality of the 
foregoing, any such information 

(i) relating to the existence or nature of a particular investigation, 
(ii) that would reveal the identity of a confidential source of information, or 
(iii) that was obtained or prepared in the course of an investigation; or 

(d) information the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to be injurious to the security of penal 
institutions. 

Security 

(2) The head of a government institution may refuse to disclose any record requested under this Act that 
contains information that could reasonably be expected to facilitate the commission of an offence, including, 
without restricting the generality of the foregoing, any such information 
(a) on criminal methods or techniques; 
(b) that is technical information relating to weapons or potential weapons; or 
(c) on the vulnerability of particular buildings or other structures or systems, including computer or communication 
systems, or methods employed to protect such buildings or other structures or systems. 

Policing services for provinces or municipalities 

(3) The head of a government institution shall refuse to disclose any record requested under this Act that 
contains information that was obtained or prepared by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police while performing 
policing services for a province or municipality pursuant to an arrangement made under section 20 of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police Act, where the Government of Canada has, on the request of the province or municipality 
agreed not to disclose such information. 

Definition of “investigation” 

(4) For the purposes of paragraphs (1)(b) and (c), “investigation” means an investigation that 
(a) pertains to the administration or enforcement of an Act of Parliament; 
(b) is authorized by or pursuant to an Act of Parliament; or 
(c) is within a class of investigations specified in the regulations. 

Records relating to investigations, examinations and audits 

16.1 (1) The following heads of government institutions shall refuse to disclose any record requested under 
this Act that contains information that was obtained or created by them or on their behalf in the course of an 
investigation, examination or audit conducted by them or under their authority: 
(a) the Auditor General of Canada; 
(b) the Commissioner of Official Languages for Canada; 
(c) the Information Commissioner; and 
(d) the Privacy Commissioner. 

Exception 

(2) However, the head of a government institution referred to in paragraph (1)(c) or (d) shall not refuse under 
subsection (1) to disclose any record that contains information that was created by or on behalf of the head of the 
government institution in the course of an investigation or audit conducted by or under the authority of the head of 
the government institution once the investigation or audit and all related proceedings, if any, are finally concluded. 
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Records relating to investigations 

16.2 (1) The Commissioner of Lobbying shall refuse to disclose any record requested under this Act that 
contains information that was obtained or created by the Commissioner or on the Commissioner’s behalf in the 
course of an investigation conducted by or under the authority of the Commissioner. 

Exception 

(2) However, the Commissioner shall not refuse under subsection (1) to disclose any record that contains 
information that was created by the Commissioner or on the Commissioner’s behalf in the course of an 
investigation conducted by, or under the authority of, the Commissioner once the investigation and all related 
proceedings, if any, are finally concluded. 

Investigations, examinations and reviews under the Canada Elections Act 

16.3 Subject to section 541 of the Canada Elections Act, the Chief Electoral Officer may refuse to disclose any 
record requested under this Act that contains information that was obtained or created by or on behalf of a person 
who conducts an investigation, examination or review in the performance of their functions under the Canada 
Elections Act. 

Public Sector Integrity Commissioner 

16.4 (1) The Public Sector Integrity Commissioner shall refuse to disclose any record requested under this Act 
that contains information 
(a) obtained or created by him or her or on his or her behalf in the course of an investigation into a disclosure 
made under the Public Servants Disclosure Protection Act or an investigation commenced under section 33 of that 
Act; or 
(b) received by a conciliator in the course of attempting to reach a settlement of a complaint filed under subsection 
19.1(1) of that Act. 

Exception 

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply in respect of a record that contains information referred to in paragraph 
(1)(b) if the person who gave the information to the conciliator consents to the record being disclosed. 

Public Servants Disclosure Protection Act 

16.5 The head of a government institution shall refuse to disclose any record requested under this Act that 
contains information created for the purpose of making a disclosure under the Public Servants Disclosure Protection 
Act or in the course of an investigation into a disclosure under that Act. 

Economic interests of Canada 

18. The head of a government institution may refuse to disclose any record requested under this Act that 
contains 
(a) trade secrets or financial, commercial, scientific or technical information that belongs to the Government of 
Canada or a government institution and has substantial value or is reasonably likely to have substantial value; 
(b) information the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to prejudice the competitive position of a 
government institution or to interfere with contractual or other negotiations of a government institution; 
(c) scientific or technical information obtained through research by an officer or employee of a government 
institution, the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to deprive the officer or employee of priority of 
publication; or 
(d) information the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to be materially injurious to the financial 
interests of a government institution or to the ability of the Government of Canada to manage the economy of 
Canada or could reasonably be expected to result in an undue benefit to any person, including such information 
that relates to 

(i) the currency, coinage or legal tender of Canada, 
(ii) a contemplated change in the rate of bank interest or in government borrowing, 
(iii) a contemplated change in tariff rates, taxes, duties or any other revenue source, 
(iv) a contemplated change in the conditions of operation of financial institutions, 
(v) a contemplated sale or purchase of securities or of foreign or Canadian currency, or 
(vi) a contemplated sale or acquisition of land or property. 
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Economic interests of certain government institutions 

18.1 (1) The head of a government institution may refuse to disclose a record requested under this Act that 
contains trade secrets or financial, commercial, scientific or technical information that belongs to, and has 
consistently been treated as confidential by, 
(a) the Canada Post Corporation; 
(b) Export Development Canada; 
(c) the Public Sector Pension Investment Board; or 
(d) VIA Rail Canada Inc. 

Exceptions 

(2) However, the head of a government institution shall not refuse under subsection (1) to disclose a part of a 
record that contains information that relates to 
(a) the general administration of an institution referred to in any of paragraphs (1)(a) to (d); or 
(b) any activity of the Canada Post Corporation that is fully funded out of moneys appropriated by Parliament. 
 (b) the public interest in disclosure clearly outweighs in importance any financial loss or gain to a third party, any 
prejudice to the security of its structures, networks or systems, any prejudice to its competitive position or any 
interference with its contractual or other negotiations. 

OPERATIONS OF GOVERNMENT 

Advice, etc. 

21. (1) The head of a government institution may refuse to disclose any record requested under this Act that 
contains 
(a) advice or recommendations developed by or for a government institution or a minister of the Crown, 
(b) an account of consultations or deliberations in which directors, officers or employees of a government 
institution, a minister of the Crown or the staff of a minister participate, 
(c) positions or plans developed for the purpose of negotiations carried on or to be carried on by or on behalf of the 
Government of Canada and considerations relating thereto, or 
(d) plans relating to the management of personnel or the administration of a government institution that have not 
yet been put into operation, 
if the record came into existence less than twenty years prior to the request. 

Exercise of a discretionary power or an adjudicative function 

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply in respect of a record that contains 
(a) an account of, or a statement of reasons for, a decision that is made in the exercise of a discretionary power or 
an adjudicative function and that affects the rights of a person; or 
(b) a report prepared by a consultant or an adviser who was not a director, an officer or an employee of a 
government institution or a member of the staff of a minister of the Crown at the time the report was prepared. 

 

Confidences of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada 

69. (1) This Act does not apply to confidences of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada, including, without 
restricting the generality of the foregoing, 
(a) memoranda the purpose of which is to present proposals or recommendations to Council; 
(b) discussion papers the purpose of which is to present background explanations, analyses of problems or policy 
options to Council for consideration by Council in making decisions; 
(c) agenda of Council or records recording deliberations or decisions of Council; 
(d) records used for or reflecting communications or discussions between ministers of the Crown on matters 
relating to the making of government decisions or the formulation of government policy; 
(e) records the purpose of which is to brief ministers of the Crown in relation to matters that are before, or are 
proposed to be brought before, Council or that are the subject of communications or discussions referred to in 
paragraph (d); 
(f) draft legislation; and 
(g) records that contain information about the contents of any record within a class of records referred to in 
paragraphs (a) to (f). 
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Definition of “Council” 

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), “Council” means the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada, committees of 
the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada, Cabinet and committees of Cabinet. 

Exception 

(3) Subsection (1) does not apply to 
(a) confidences of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada that have been in existence for more than twenty years; or 
(b) discussion papers described in paragraph (1)(b) 

(i) if the decisions to which the discussion papers relate have been made public, or 
(ii) where the decisions have not been made public, if four years have passed since the decisions were 
made. 

Certificate under Canada Evidence Act 

69.1 (1) Where a certificate under section 38.13 of the Canada Evidence Act prohibiting the disclosure of 
information contained in a record is issued before a complaint is filed under this Act in respect of a request for 
access to that information, this Act does not apply to that information. 

Certificate following filing of complaint 

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, where a certificate under section 38.13 of the Canada 
Evidence Act prohibiting the disclosure of information contained in a record is issued after the filing of a complaint 
under this Act in relation to a request for access to that information, 
(a) all proceedings under this Act in respect of the complaint, including an investigation, appeal or judicial review, 
are discontinued; 
(b) the Information Commissioner shall not disclose the information and shall take all necessary precautions to 
prevent its disclosure; and 
(c) the Information Commissioner shall, within 10 days after the certificate is published in the Canada Gazette, 
return the information to the head of the government institution that controls the information. 
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Our file Notre reference

Your file Votre reference

2021FIN505076FROM Michael Sabia
DE

Date

April 29, 2021

SUBJECT
OBJET

Green Bond Structuring Advisors

For action.

Decision Sought:

Background

Budget 2021 announced that the government will publish a green bond framework in the
coming months in advance of issuing its inaugural green bond in 2021-22. ,

In pursuing this work, the Department of Finance and the Bank of Canada, acting in its role as
fiscal agent, received advice from a number of domestic and foreign dealers on how to manage
the federal government’s inaugural green bond issuance.

CanadaADM: Feah Anderson I
Director General: Nicolas Moreau

s.16(2)(c)

s.21(1)(a)

S.21(1)(b)

s.69(1)(g) re: (a)

000001
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A key takeaway from this engagement is that sovereign green bond issuers typically appoint one
or two structuring advisors to advise on all key aspects of the green bond issuance to promote a
successful inaugural transaction, including the design of the green bond framework and the
ongoing engagement with external verifiers and investors (Annex 1).

As such, sovereign issuers generally rely on their structuring advisors to provide
guidance based on their previous experience in green bond transactions and their deeper
understanding of green investor preferences.

Considerations & Recommendation

s.18(d)

s-21(1)(a)

S.21(1)(b)

s.69(1)(g) re: (a)

000002
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Annex 1 - Structuring Advisors for Inaugural Sovereign Green Bond Issuers

Belgium BNP Paribas, Credit Agricole Hungary Credit Agricole

Chile IndonesiaBNP Paribas, IADB HSBC

Denmark Ireland HSBC, JP MorganBNP Paribas, Danske Bank, Nordea

Egypt ItalyCredit Agricole, HSBC Credit Agricole, Intesa

France PolandCredit Agricole HSBC

Germany SwedenCredit Agricole SEB Group

Hong Kong SAR Credit Agricole, HSBC United Kingdom HSBC, JP Morgan

Source: Department of Finance

000005
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Access to Information and Privacy Directorate 
10 Wellington, Gatineau, Québec  K1A 0H4 

Telephone : 819-997-8277  

aadnc.atiprequest-aiprpdemande.aandc@canada.ca 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Mr. David McKie 

Radio-Canada / CBC 

2011 Woodglen Cres 

Ottawa, Ontario  K1J 6G7 

 

 

 

Mr. McKie, 

 

This letter is further to your request received on September 15, 2021, pursuant to the Access to 

Information Act, to obtain  

 

“I would like access to the briefing notes identified in the titles pasted below.  

Northern Contaminated Sites Program Liability - March 31, 2020 

2020-08-06 

Ref # G13293  

Organization: Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada 

Sector: Northern Affairs Organization 

Addressee: Minister 

Action Required: For Information 

Status of the Former Chooutla Residential School Contaminated Site in Yukon 

2020-10-01 

Ref # M11618  

Organization: Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada 

Sector: Northern Affairs Organization 

Addressee: Minister 

Action Required: For Information 

Additional Information on 2019-2020 Contaminated Sites Funding Pressure 

Funding Sources and Progress on Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs 

Contaminated Sites 

2020-03-11 

Ref # G13137  

Organization: Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada 

Sector: Northern Affairs Organization 

Addressee: Minister 

Action Required: For Information” 

 

 

I am pleased to provide you with a package of relevant pages to your request. You will note that certain 

records or portions thereof have been withheld under 20(1)(c), 21(1)(b) of the Act. Please note that 

duplicate file CIRNAC-A-2021-00070 was opened within  

Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada, and is still under process. 

 

 

 

Your File Votre reference 

2021_011954 
Our file Notre référence 

A-2021-00172 / CB 
 

2021-11-03

mailto:aadnc.atiprequest-aiprpdemande.aandc@canada.ca


 

 

 

 

 

Please be advised that you are entitled to complain to the Information Commissioner concerning the 

processing of your request within 60 days after the day that you become aware that grounds for a 

complaint exist. In the event you decide to avail yourself of this right, your notice of complaint should 

be addressed to: 

The Information Commissioner of Canada 

30 Victoria Street, Gatineau, Quebec  K1A 1H3 

1-800-267-0441 / www.oic-ci.gc.ca. 

This completes our processing of your request. You may contact Celine Bechard by email at 

celine.bechard@rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca should you have any questions or concerns. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 
 
Tammy A. Martin 
Director 
Access to Information and Privacy Directorate 
 

Enclosures

http://www.oic-ci.gc.ca/


A-2021-00172 / CB 

Section(s) of the Act 
 

20(1)(c) INFORMATION THAT COULD RESULT IN A FINANCIAL LOSS OR GAIN 

(c) information the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to result in material financial loss or 

gain to, or could reasonably be expected to prejudice the competitive position of, a third party; or 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

21(1)(b) CONSULTATIONS OR DELIBERATIONS 

(b) an account of consultations or deliberations involving officers or employees of a government 

institution, a minister of the Crown or the staff of a minister of the Crown, 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
 











Informal Request for ATI Records 
Previously Released 
Organization: Privy Council Office 

Year: 2021 

Month: January 

Request Number: A-2020-00419 

Request Summary: The questions and results of the PCO’s 
“Weekly Public Opinion Research Surveys” for the weeks ending 
Dec 6, 2020 and Dec 13, 2020. 

Disposition: All disclosed 

Number of pages: 144 
 



1+1 Government of Canada 
Privy Council Office 
11 Metcalfe Street 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A3 

Tel: 613-957-5210 
Fax: 613-960-4201 

Mr. David McKie 
CBC News 
2011 Woodglen Crescent 
Ottawa, Ontario Ku J 6G7 

Dear Mr. McKie: 

Gouvemement du Canada 
Bureau du Conseil prive 

Your File Votre reference - 

119036 
Our File Notre reference 

AI-2021-00018 / NL 

This is in response to your request, received by the Privy Council 
Office on April 27, 2021, for the following completed access to information 
request: 

"A-2020-00419." 

We have now completed the processing of your request. A copy of 
the records is attached. The records are provided in the form in which they were 
released under the Access to Information Act (ATIA). including format, 
language(s) and any exemptions or exclusions that were applied. 

Please note that as your request was treated informally, the rights and 
requirements of the ATIA do not apply. 

Attach.: CD (Pages 1 to 72). 

Canacrg 

Yours sincerely, 
Digitally signed by Jonathan Lemiem 

Jonathan Privacy, O riNty Council Office. CN=Jonathan 
ON OLkAccess to Informetion and 

Lemiesoc E=Jonathan LerrseLcogac pco-bcp gc ca 
Reason, I am the artha of Ifss document 

Lemieux location: 
Date: 2021-10-27 235042 
Posit PhantomPDF Version 941 

David Neilson 
Executive Director 
Access to Information and Privacy 
& Information Management 
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